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Here is a brief selection of favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey. For your convenience, you may call

(800) 342-2164 to order these books directly from Longitude, a specialty mail-order book service. To order online, and to get the

latest, most comprehensive selection of books for your voyage, go directly to http://reading.longitudebooks.com/SB332.

 Essential

These 4 items are available as a package for $49 including
shipping, 15% off the retail price (Item no. EXCHN77). Any
additional books ordered are shipped free.

Damian Harper
Lonely Planet Beijing
2005, PAPER, 242 PAGES, $17.99
In its hallmark style, this practical guide to Beijing by
Lonely Planet features maps, an overview of culture, history
and nature, and a good deal of nuts-and-bolts information on
excursions, accommodations and sightseeing. There’s even a
section on the locally spoken dialect of Mandarin. With color
photographs and excellent travel information. (Item no.
CHN47)

Gilles Beguin, Dominique Morel
The Forbidden City, Center of Imperial China
1997, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $12.95
This slim volume is packed with maps, archival photographs
and illustrations. A surprisingly effective overview of
Beijing’s Imperial Court, with a useful chronology, and a
carefully chosen selection of writings over the ages. Part of
the acclaimed "Discoveries" series of references that fit in
your pocket, for travelers it’s an indispensable and handy
guide to the Forbidden City and the history of Imperial
China. (Item no. CHN32)

John Bryan Starr
Understanding China, A Guide to China's Economy,
History, and Politics
2001, PAPER, 356 PAGES, $16.00
A professor of history and former director of the China
Association, John Bryan Starr brings his experience in the
classroom to this admirably brief, clearheaded introduction
to contemporary China. Revised edition. (Item no. CHN196)

Berndtson & Berndtson
Beijing Map
MAP, $7.95
A laminated, folded map of the city center of Beijing, at a
scale of 1:24,000. (Item no. CHN199)

 Also Recommended

Lee Allane
Chinese Rugs: A Buyer's Guide
1994, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $15.95
A guide to the history, techniques and variety of carpets
produced throughout China, featuring a helpful buyer’s
guide. (Item no. CHN30)

Fodors
Citypack Beijing's Best
2005, PAPER, 96 PAGES, $11.95
This slim book includes a separate full-color map of the
center of Beijing along with a handy 96-page shirt-pocket
guide with essential information on its highlights, including
restaurant recommendations and sightseeing. (Item no.
CHN48)

Bill Mooney
Odyssey Guide Beijing & Shanghai, China's Hottest
Cities
2006, PAPER, 599 PAGES, $24.95
A comprehensive, illustrated guide to the two cities. (Item
no. CHN228)

Rough Guide
Rough Guide Beijing
2004, PAPER, 211 PAGES, $15.95
A compact, practical guide to the city. (Item no. CHN234)

Eileen Yin-Fei Lo
The Chinese Kitchen
1999, HARD COVER, 452 PAGES, $37.50
An authoritative compendium of Chinese recipes and
information about food-oriented cultural practices. Eileen
Yin-Fei Lo has written a cookbook which doubles as an
introduction to China itself. (Item no. CHN134)

Stephen G. Haw
A Traveller's History of China
2003, PAPER, 310 PAGES, $14.95
An admirably brief, lively history of China, remarkably clear
and necessarily condensed, offering an engaging overview of
China’s history through the 1990s. (Item no. CHN43)
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Maris Boyd Gillette
Between Mecca and Beijing, Modernization and
Consumption Among Urban Chinese Muslims
2002, PAPER, 296 PAGES, $21.95
An academic study of the minority Muslim population of
Xi’an. (Item no. CHN180)

Nicholas Kristoff, Sheryl WuDunn
China Wakes, The Struggle for the Soul of a Rising
Power
1995, PAPER, 501 PAGES, $16.00
The authors journeyed from Tibet to Tiananmen, reporting in
depth on contemporary China and its cultural dissidents.  An
engrossing portrait of a nation struggling to hold onto
tradition while modernizing its economy. (Item no. CHN33)

John Fairbank, Merle Goldman
China,  A New History
2005, PAPER, 546 PAGES, $19.95
An awesomely detailed 2,000-year history of China. The
opinionated Fairbank takes us from the Paleolithic up to
Tiananmen Square, considering China’s periods of great
advances (1000-1500) and her slowness to take up
industrialization. (Item no. CHN11)

Caroline Blunden, Mark Elvin
Cultural Atlas of China
1998, HARD COVER, 240 PAGES, $50.00
A visually rich, in-depth survey of Chinese cultural history
and its geographic diversity. (Item no. CHN12)

John Wills
Mountain of Fame, Portraits in Chinese History
1996, PAPER, 424 PAGES, $23.95
An intriguing, novel approach to Chinese history. Instead of
marching through the dynasties, Wells illuminates themes
and continuities within Chinese tradition through 20
representative personalities. (Item no. CHN10)

May Holdsworth
The Forbidden City
1999, HARD COVER, 88 PAGES, $24.95
A nicely illustrated overview of the Forbidden City, its
rituals, architecture and history. A volume in the Images of
Asia series by Oxford University Press. With 42
black-and-white and 21 color illustrations. (Item no. CHN83)

Willard G. Oxtoby
World Religions: Eastern Traditions
2002, PAPER, 515 PAGES, $52.95
A clear and insightful introduction to Eastern religions by a
team of scholars, covering Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Buddhist and
East Asian traditions. Scholarly, but still rewarding for the
general reader. (Item no. ASA07)

Michael Sullivan
The Arts of China
2000, PAPER, 322 PAGES, $39.95
A comprehensive survey of Chinese visual arts and culture
through the ages. It’s a lively overview, thoroughly
illustrated and accessible. It covers bronzes, ceramics,
painting and architecture, from the Neolithic to the modern.
(Item no. CHN16)

Xie Bingying, Barry Brissman, Lily Chia
A Woman Soldier's Own Story
2001, HARD COVER, 336 PAGES, $28.00
The first English translation of feminist, nationalist and
polemicist Xie Bingying’s autobiography. Her intensely
political memoir reveals the desperate mood in China during
the decades leading up to the revolution. (Item no. CHN158)

Jan Wong
Red China Blues, My Long March from Mao to Now
1997, PAPER, 368 PAGES, $15.95
Jan Wong tells of her experiences in the "hermetically sealed
bubble of Maoism" as one of two westerners to attend
Beijing University, then offers a first-hand account of recent
reforms in China. (Item no. CHN37)

Jung Chang
Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China
2003, PAPER, 524 PAGES, $16.00
A riveting tale of three generations spanning the end of Old
China, Mao’s regime and the Japanese occupation. Chang
chronicles the enormous changes in China since 1929
through her family’s story, one that includes arrest during the
Cultural Revolution, exile to the Sichuan wilderness and the
bewildering state of China today. (Item no. CHN04)

Cyril Birch
Anthology of Chinese Literature, Volume II: From the
14th Century to the Present Day
1988, PAPER, 476 PAGES, $16.50
An excellent collection of representative verse, song, stories,
essays and excerpts from classic novels, a sampling of
Chinese writing over the last 700 years. (Item no. CHN14)

John Hersey
A Single Pebble
1989, PAPER, 181 PAGES, $12.00
A haunting novel by the Pulitzer Prize-winner. Hersey
writes, with deceptive simplicity, of an American engineer
looking for a dam site on the Yangtze. Think Hemingway on
the Yangtze. (Item no. CHN03)

Anchee Min
Empress Orchid
2005, PAPER, 346 PAGES, $14.00
In this novel of the glorious, decadent last days of
19th-Century Imperial China, Min (Red Azalea, Becoming
Madame Mao) combines her tale of a young girl from the
provinces who marries an emperor -- and then improbably
becomes the Last Empress -- with a lovingly re-created
portrait of life in the Forbidden City. (Item no. CHN267)

Jonathan Spence
The Death of Woman Wang
1978, PAPER, 169 PAGES, $12.95
The turbulent saga about a widow protecting the rights of her
children, set in 17th century China and written by one of the
foremost western scholars on China. (Item no. CHN58)

Oswald Wynd
The Ginger Tree
2002, PAPER, 336 PAGES, $12.95
The bittersweet tale of an innocent young Scots woman in
Asia, rich in the details of life in Japan and China before
WWII. (Item no. JPN125)
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John MacKinnon, Nigel Hicks
A Photographic Guide to the Birds of China
2001, PAPER, 144 PAGES, $15.00
A slim pocket guide to 252 of the most conspicuous birds of
China, featuring color photographs, concise descriptions and
range maps. 2nd edition. (Item no. CHN29)
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