READING GUIDE

Around the World: Agra, India

I I ere is a brief selection of favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey. For your convenience, you may call

(800) 342-2164 to order these books directly from Longitude, a specialty mail-order book service. To order online, and to get the

latest, most comprehensive selection of books for your voyage, go directly to http://reading.longitudebooks.com/SB3364.

These 4 items are available as a package for $76 including
shipping, 15% off the retail price (Item no. EXIDA82). Any
additional books ordered are shipped free.

Anuradha Chaturvedi

Eyewitness Guide Delhi, Agra and Jaipur

2003, PAPER, 320 PAGES, $25.00

A compact, gorgeously illustrated guide to Delhi and
environs featuring 900 color photographs, maps and site
plans. With annotated recommendations of where to stay and
eat, and what to buy. It includes chapters on the Taj Mahal,
Amber Fort Palace, Keoladeo Ghana National Park, Red Fort
and dozens of other highlights for the traveler. (Item no.
IDA151)

Stanley Wolpert

India

2005, PAPER, 300 PAGES, $18.95

A wonderfully literate introduction to India by the
acknowledged master. Author of 14 books and a professor of
history since 1958, Wolpert distills a tremendous amount of
information in this detailed overview, tackling the
environment, religion and philosophy, the arts and sciences,
domestic and foreign policy, and culture. (Iltem no. IDA04)

William Dalrymple

City of Djinns, A Year in Delhi

2003, PAPER, 350 PAGES, $15.00

Dalrymple describes a year in Delhi with enormous humor,
heart and understanding, skill-fully interweaving his own
adventures with a solidly researched history of the city and
the social forces that have shaped it. A must-read for any
curious traveler to Delhi. First published in 1993. (Item no.
IDAOS)

Nelles

Western India Map

MAP, $8.95

A detailed double-sided regional map of India covering the
western region of the subcontinent and including Delhi,
Agra, Jaipur and Rajasthan, at a scale of 1:1,500,000. The
map (one in a regional series) extends from Chandigarh and
Dehra Dun to Mumbai. With insets of the Mumbai area and
Delhi. (Item no. IDA73)

Also Recommended

Knopf Guides

Knopf Guide Rajasthan

1998, PAPER, 408 PAGES, $27.50

A slender, attractive guide to Rajasthan with background and
some practical information. Features outstanding maps,
architectural plans of major monuments, and literary
excerpts. (Item no. IDA70)

Monique Choy

Lonely Planet Rajasthan, Delhi & Agra

2005, PAPER, 384 PAGES, $23.99

A practical guide to Rajasthan featuring 36 maps, a good
overview of culture, history and nature, and plenty of
information on excursions, accomodations and sightseeing.
(Item no. IDA238)

Nelles

Northern India Map

MAP, $9.95

A regional map of northern India scaled at 1:1,500,000, with
excellent topographic detail and insets of Zanskar & Ladakh.
(Item no. IDA124)

Diana L. Eck

Banaras

1998, PAPER, 448 PAGES, $25.50

This history of the holiest and oldest of Indian cities, the
home of Shiva, encompasses many millennia of Buddhist
and especially Hindu practices along the Ganges. (Item no.
IDA211)

Sumit Ganguly

Conflict Unending

2002, PAPER, 200 PAGES, $20.50

An in-depth study of the turbulent relationship between India
and Pakistan since independence in 1947, with a focus on
Kashmir. (Item no. IDA223)

V.S. Naipaul

India, A Wounded Civilization

2003, PAPER, 208 PAGES, $12.00

A vivid and unsentimental cultural portrait that draws
together conversations with Indians, news reports, politics
and literature, paying particular attention to the Hindu
confrontation with the West. (Item no. IDA224)
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Elisabeth Bumiller

May You Be The Mother of a Hundred Sons: A Journey
Among the Women of India

1991, PAPER, 220 PAGES, $13.95

A wonderfully-written, fascinating portrayal of Indian
women from Indira Gandhi to movie stars and prostitutes.
It’s an insightful portrait of the country as seen through the
eyes of its women. (Item no. IDA37)

Eric Margolis

War at the Top of the World, The Struggle for
Afghanistan, Kashmir, and Tibet

2002, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $20.95

An overview of geography, religion and politics of the High
Himalayas, and its strategic value to Pakistan, India and
China. Updated throughout in this second edition, with a new
chapter on the Taliban. (Item no. PKN09)

Diana L. Eck

Darsan, Seeing the Divine Image in India

1998, PAPER, 97 PAGES, $19.50

A fascinating and rigorous guide to deciphering Hindu
symbolism, this scholarly book will help you to understand
and appreciate religious art in India. Despite its scholarly
paraphernalia and language, the book is extremely useful for
the traveler. (Item no. IDA75)

George Michell

Hindu Art and Architecture

2000, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $16.95

An excellent survey of Hindu art and architecture, explaining
the meaning and construction of principal images and
buildings, as well as the development of Hinduism and the
corpus of myths that have influenced its artistic tradition.
(Item no. IDA147)

Roy C. Craven

Indian Art, A Concise History

1997, PAPER, 256 PAGES, $16.95

This convenient volume in the acclaimed "World of Art"
series is a concise, illustrated overview of the range of Indian
art over the centuries. (Item no. IDA16)

George Michell, Antonio Martinelli

The Royal Palaces of India

1999, PAPER, 232 PAGES, $39.95

An architectural survey of Hindu and Muslim fortresses and
royal residences from the 12th century to the days of British
colonial rule -- well informed, comprehensive and
handsomely illustrated with 250 color photographs. (Item no.
IDA74)

Mohandas K. Gandhi

An Autobiography, Or the Story of My Experiments
With Truth

1995, PAPER, 480 PAGES, $10.95

There is no substitute for reading Gandhi in his own, simple,
direct prose. A highly recommended glimpse into the
personal life of this remarkable figure. (Item no. IDA163)

Mark Shand

River Dog, A Journey Down the Brahmaputra

2005, PAPER, 338 PAGES, $14.00

Shand’s touching, eloquent and entertaining chronicle of a
journey from Tibet to the Bay of Bengal on the mighty
Brahmaputra -- in the company of his Indian hunting dog
Bhaiti. (Item no. IDA256)

Eric Newby

Slowly Down the Ganges

1998, PAPER, 384 PAGES, $14.95

In 1963, the author and his wife set out an a 1,200-mile
voyage down the Ganges River. The title could apply as
easily to the ruminative attitude Newby takes towards his
journey as to the many mishaps which bedevil the quest.
(Item no. IDA179)

William Dalrymple

The Age of Kali, Indian Travels and Encounters

2000, PAPER, 392 PAGES, $14.95

Essays on contemporary India by an astute observer.
Humorous, insightful and well informed, Dalrymple’s essays
portray a complex, difficult India. (Item no. IDA152)

Nirad C. Chaudhuri

The Autobiography of an Unknown Indian

2001, PAPER, 560 PAGES, $16.95

One of the great works of modern Indian literature, reissued
in 2001. It’s at once the story of Chaudhuri’s youth in rural
Bengal and Calcutta and the story of modern India’s origins;
a masterpiece steeped in time and place. (Item no. IDA196)

Salman Rushdie, Elizabeth West

Mirrorwork, 50 Years of Indian Writing 1947-1997

1997, PAPER, 560 PAGES, $15.00

A selection of twentieth-century Indian prose, both fiction
and non-fiction, compiled by Salman Rushdie and featuring
work by Jawaharlal Nehru, R.K. Narayan, Satyajit Ray, Amit
Chaudhuri, and Vikram Seth. Published in celebration of 50
years of independence. (Item no. IDA293)

Rohinton Mistry

A Fine Balance

1997, PAPER, 624 PAGES, $15.95

Set in Indira Gandhi’s "emergency Raj" of 1975 in an
unnamed Indian "city by the sea", which bears a striking
resemblance to Bombay, this tender novel follows the
intermingled fortunes of a Parsi widow, her boarder and two
tailors. (Item no. IDA92)

Amit Chaudhuri

Freedom Song

2000, PAPER, 448 PAGES, $14.00

This three-novella volume contains Chaudhuri’s finest work
to date -- in particular "A Strange and Sublime Address," his
evocation of childhood in Calcutta. (Item no. IDA217)

Rudyard Kipling

Kim

1992, PAPER, 365 PAGES, $7.00

For the sheer pleasure of its prose, insight into the British in
India and its extraordinary sense of place, you can’t do better
than Kipling’s classic novel about a boy who travels the
Grand Trunk Road with the Dalai Lama. (Item no. IDAG5)
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Salman Rushdie

Midnight's Children

1980, PAPER, 533 PAGES, $15.00

The novel that launched Salman Rushdie’s career. The title
refers to those born at the stroke of India’s independence on
August 15, 1947; the book is an imaginative and magical
story of one of those children. (Iltem no. IDA12)

Amitav Gosh

The Hungry Tide

2005, HARD COVER, 352 PAGES, $25.00

A powerful, moving novel by the author of Glass Palace and
Dancing in Cambodia, set in the Sundarban Islands in the
Bay of Bengal. (Item no. IDA258)

Guy Mountefort, Gerald Cubitt

Wild India, The Wildlife of India and Nepal

1991, HARD COVER, 208 PAGES, $41.95

An informative introduction to the natural history of the
region in a handsome oversize volume. It presents hundreds
of extraordinary photographs of the wildlife and landscapes
of the Himalayas, the Indo-Ganges Plain and the Deccan.
(Item no. IDA02)

Richard Grimmett, Carol Inskipp

Birds of Northern India

2003, PAPER, 304 PAGES, $29.95

A regional field guide to 180 species of birds, with 120
stunning color plates and condensed descriptive information,
integrated on facing pages for easy reference in the field.
(Item no. IDA222)

K. K. Gurung, Raj Singh

Field Guide to the Mammals of the Indian Subcontinent
1996, PAPER, 140 PAGES, $34.95

This compact guide to 106 species features color
illustrations, tracks, range maps and information about
habitats and conservation. With an overview of 23 parks and
reserves, including location maps and species lists. (Item no.
FG33)
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